5/15/72 



Dear Jerry, 

I am starting this letter so I can add things as they occur to me prior to getting 
your new address, one you did not tell me will be for no more than three-four months. At 
some point i hops you will coma to understand that if a defense is to be effective it has 
to be informed (and I have more than this in mind, based on what I did learn after we parted), 
can't be based on dream stuff, and must be prepared for whatever can happen. There reason 
too many secrets from the wrong people, and I’m talking about only those things the FBI 
has to know or at least suspect. 

I meant to go into it with Jimmy, but I forgot. I was reminded yesterday. One of 
these aspects has to do with his job after Jeff and his leaving. There may be those who 
are vulnerable over this, and if they are to be protected, we should know what there is to 
know, like who appeared at that back door, who made some phone calls, etc. We know where 
a letter was written from, and everyone knows where it was written to. There are other 
things, too. 

I'll be putting this in the typewriter and taking it ou~ as things occur to me. I 
haven't yet refiled what I took with as because I've been too busy. On getting home I 
found that ay brother-in-law had died (funeral tils morning), that iny wife fell and sprained 
her ankle just before I got here (l was delayed a bit at the airport) , so things are slowatea 
up a bit. I hope hot to the point where I forget anything. I have returned with more than 
I can keep in mind. I always fear forgetting what I do not have in notes or on tape. 

I told you that when, you got situated I'd put you in touch with a reporter you can 
trust. X have spoken, to bin. I think you should be completely quiet and stay away from 
the rest of the press, even those who have treated you decently in the past. 1 hope you 
will listen and do tils. When you speak to this man, whatever you talk about and even 
though he is completely trustworthy, begin by telling him that nothing you say is for 
publication. He can be helpful. But unless he i3 under this injunction, he also owes an 
obligation to his paper, and this way you assure security, which at this juncture is 
impirtant. If there is anything he wants to use, ask him to get in touch with me. If I 
have any questions, I can get in touch with Bud and then get back to him. What you may 
not completely understand is the possibility of charges being brought against some people, 
such as harboring, and you also nay well not understand what can lead to such charges." I 
am not opposed to all publicity under all circumstances, but 2 am opposed to any that can 
at any time, and this includes as far into the future as 1 can see, even have the slightest 
possibility of hurting anyone. Tou may know who can be hurt in some areas that X do not 
(and if you do and have not told me you have made a serious mistake), but I also know who 
can be hurt that you may not. Please trust my judgement on this and if you have any questions, 
write first or es»c this man to call me. He is with the paper Jerry Lipson was with. Upson 
is now in Washington, working as p.r. man for Senator Percy Priest (but that doesn't 
he can or will help, more likely the opposito-l'll be looking hia up when I can). Jimmy 
sees publicity as I do, aa X had occasion to find out. Before I left St. L. I had time to 
phone the editor you visited with me, to "background" him, which means bring him up to date 
on what I could but not for publication, and the same with Yarborough. Yarborough asked me 
to aak Jimmy for an interview, and he promised to let Jimmy and Bud both read what he wrote 
before turning it in. Without giving Jimmy my opinion, I gave 1dm this message. He turned 
it down cold. And then he offered opinions that A have offered you. He even forgot to tell 
me to thank Yarborough for the offer. 1 knew Y. was tten in Virginia, for he was leaving- 
right alter we spoke. But I called him home and left two messages from Jimmy! that he was 
not going to have any interviews, and that he thanked Y for the kind offer. However, with 
the reporter from the Journal, who I did get a chance to background, I explained John's 
situation, which, if handled right, might be improved by proper reporting, and I gave him 
what can make a story that can help Jimmy. 1 repeat, I am not against publicity as such, 
in fact, I gave tills reporter several stories, if they want to use them. I think the court 
in which ho next files is in knoxville. I haven' t been able to see Bud or Jim yet to know 
for sure. 
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The 3trange attitude of the law student is something I did not expect. ft is a disap- 
pointment. Because w ohn had not told me hia legal situation, I did not understand how bad 
it is, Thera is less that tliese kid can do than I had thought, but there are still some 
things they can and should, 1 have written Dana a short note and have spoken to one who 
nay be able to guide hia, to give him advice, to straighten out is his thinking. But if 
nothing else, you should have learned one thing from this * very, very few people think of 
Stonsr and what he says ana. what he stands for as some of you do. This may at some point 
become crucial, so while I'm on it I'll tell you more, Jimmy came up with some very good things, 
I was delayed getting there from St, L because there was radio trouble on the plane and it 
was held at ‘'•eaphis until repair was made. I did get to the jail in tine to spend more tw 
an hour with Jimmy, but that is only because I got there before the warden left and he gave 
his o.k, I stayed there until six . I also got- there early the next morning and could get 
his permission to interview a couple of other prisoners, which I did, and I think they will 
be very helpful, While we were waiting for then to bring Jimmy, I had a chance to talk to 
the wardma bit, How you know the typical southern attitude that prevails there. But even 
he found Stoner too much. He told no that except for Bud, Stoner was "iay's lasj visitor. 

He'll never forget it. Stoner gave this man, who can't vote for him, a collection of his 
campaign literature. The warden's reaction is that Stoner is worse than Hitler. How that 
is pretty strong for a born— and— bred sputhemer. Dana, re member, had no misgivings about 
helping Jimmy, and was more interested in that than in helping John, even though Jimmy is 
accused of a racist crime. So, Dana was not turned off because of the- racist accusation. 

He was willing to be associated with a defense against that. What boggled his prf na is any 
xind of association, even one that didn't exist, with Stoner, and this was when Stoner 
kept his word and didn't spout his race-hate propaganda. As I told you in advance, that 
other insanity was more than enough. Jerry, I hate to spend tins talking about a man, for 
it is a waste ox vine and X don't line doing it when not face— to— face with that man. But 
you people have not learned the lesson you should have learned long ago. John is in jail 
only because a toner put kin there. Sven if he feels about “ohn like John is his brother, 
tnis is the fact, With this kind of performance, this kind 'of judgement, trusting him with 
yesterday's sweat is a mistake. And he can't make any kind of judgement that anyone mr 
depend on, yet you all seem to trust his, despite his record, which even Jinny will tell 
you includes ruining everything he touched for Jim y. it has gotten to the point where some 
people who would not take abou. such things a while back are now offering the opinion I do 
not share, that B toner load something to do -with the killing. What this means is that anyone 
connected with Stoner, especially any Hay, falls under the same suspicion. X 0 u can b eli eve 
me or not, that is your affair, as is what you do and do not do, but I would not be iasskzg 
looking out for your interest if I did not tell you tlds. decently, at least two reporters 
and one official offered the opinion x have given you. 



Jimmy also told me about a means of communication by which he- can tell me what he 
hasn't. He came close this tine, I think, for I think the reality is beginning to get 
through kts stubbornness. Xou should know, for you were there, that even McMillan now knows 
this, for Carol told us that Foreman had told hia everything, and I'm telling you that 
Jimmy told me he gave this info to Foreman. I asked him if he wanted Foreman and ikf'UlIan 
to know what tise £31 surely did and his defense did not. He had trouble with that. His 
position on this is absolutely, 100^ crasy. And aside from those I've named, I know at 
least two others have tills info. *n short, KYBHXB0BX except Jimmy's defense. 

Time for funeral. One thing I want to impress upon you is the urgent need for extreme 
caution. I now know the names of do sens of people against whom at least harboring charges 
can be brought in several cases. True or false will sake little difference. 

Later. I had a bit of time to thing of tills driving to and from the funeral. Vie have 
what might be called a communications problem. Xou have lived one way, have your own exper- 
iences and, like most people, are guided them, as are those you know. However, your experiences 
do not prepare you to fully understand the current situation or how to face it with most 
likelihood of accomplishing something. Xou are unwilling to trust the judgement of those who 
have had relevant experience and training. i.1 tnis is understandable, it also may do you all in. 
You simply have to learn the prevailing realities, neither politics as you understand the 




word nor the past concern m now, except as they influence the future, She future is what 
does interest lae. four’s i3 an over-simple concept of the realities of political life, and 
it has not been made better by association with Stoner, whose politics are licitod to damning 
and who lias little understanding of the way the forces that exercise real power in this 
country work. It is enough for him that they are crooked, as is indeed the case. But to 
do something about the present situation one requires sore sophistication, sore experience 
with the use and abuse of power, a better understanding of the problems of those who hold 
power as they see their problems, and of that of which they are capable when they address 
what they conceive to be their problems, net Lie try and explain this in terns of the 
mistakes from which you (all) have not learned, That the first ones were can be 
understood, but that they could he and were repeated is a reflection of bulldog determination 
to stick to a wrong decision simply because none of you could see anything else. 

One of the worst mistakes Jimmy could have made was to have anything to do with tlie 
political lawyers, regardless of competence or Incompetence. True of Hanes, true of “'toner, 
Hyan, who is a fine gentleman, all the way down the line. He was charged with a crime the 
public would consider them sympathetic toward, and this simplified the political problems 
of his enemies tor it made it look like he was guilty. The worst mistake he could have made 
was to have gotten tied up to any literary contracts. How a man with his experience with 
jails and courts could have done this, I simply can't understand. He'd have’ done better 
reaching into a hat a pulling a name at random. I can understand, that he didn't know the 
provisions of extradition law and the treaty, but once the question of what he was cliarged 
with being a political crime was raised in court, as it was .. Jimmy's judgement was atrocious. 
He is not a dope. So, I just can't see why he let Hanes talk him into not appealing. The 
very nature of the alleged crime was proof that the extradition liad to be denied, if the 
effort had oeen made, as it was not. It was not a crime of passion, by the government’s 
own description. There was no robbery, as the government also admits. It was, from the 

offic ia l version alone, an entirely political crime. Mow ix‘ you can't see from this «nri 

from what happened to *J 0 hn the point I'm trying to get you to first understand and then 
profit from, let me know and I'll carry it further. But you simply have to escape the 
captivity of your own (plural) political views, your own limited experiences, or 0 f 
you will survive it. 

Spearing ox ^ohn, let me tell you what you should understand, and Carol can learn 
the truth oX what I’ll tell you for all of you. Hasps would not discuss his view of John's 
guilt or innocence when we spoke, but he made a pretty broad hint that he thinks John is 

guilty. I didn't press the point. Mow, in the face of this belief, he is as i can't 

begin to tell you about two things, the unbelievably miserable job Btoner did, which, makes 
a completely barren record for any other lawyer to try and make anything out of, and the 
incredible decision Oo. the court of appeals. He is really hung up on the decision because, 
as a lawyer, he realises tnat it will establish a precedent that will deny Americans their 
most baric legal rights for years to crass unless it can be overturned, and there is no 
legal precedent. (Here I tell you that none of you understands the k-ind of politics that 
is involved, with the Supreme Court, i'ou all have a simplistic view oX' conservatism, but 
the Mixon appointees ars those least likely to be sympathetic to the legal question that 
revolves around John for they are all of then, every one, hung up with the HJ and the FBI. 
Burger was Mixon’s errand boy when he was in the BJ, liehnqyist is tlie one who laid down 
policy inside the DJ, and what Powell did as one of those supposed to be looking out for 
Oswald's interest before the Warren Commission is absolutely beyond belief. But he covered 
Hoover cn ejre^tjp^p, an., this you can understand.) I think it may now be too late, but 
the hCLD should be interested in Join's case. I’ve already taken the first step in try ing 
this, but i do not have the decision or the record. If any of you lias a copy of the decision, 
please send it «o mo last. ..and now ws also know that even Kc ilisn knows, from Foreman, for 
Carol told us, what from some insane reason Jinny is still rithdioiuing from liis defense. I 
came close to asking him what the hell I was doing there and knocking myself out for nothing 
for when he trusts Foreman to keep his south closed after all tint ha.: happened and doesn't 
trust me and Bud? when he is satisiied for iionil.lan to know wlist X don* t. Only my sympathy 
tor him and t e position he is in and why he is stopped me, I suppose. 1 as also more sympa— 




thetio to your situation, then you night assume from the- directness with which I speak. I 
see dangers for you that you do not, and I think I know tliings you haven't told me, but 
I do not press you on this, do I? Xou are a grown man and I'm not going to talk yo you 
like you are a baby. I owe it to you to tell you straight arid unsugor^coated exactly 
what I think. In addition, I Just don’t have tine to oak© on like I'm a cookie-pusher and 
play diplomat with you, I know you want to help. I know you have been helpful to ne and 
that the reason is to try to help your brothers. This is fine and I appreciate it. nut 
because of this I can't tell you that wrong is right and I will not. 

So, for everyone's sake, please try to learn from the errors of the past. Please 
learn that your experience in sons areas is much too United for you to trust your own 
judgement and turn to those you by now ought -to have all the reason in the world to know 
you can trust, tod see if you can't arrange for there to be fewer secrets from the defense. 
The tine may cone when it has to face that of which it knows nothing, and neither you 
nor Jimmy nor Stoner nor it can today anticipate all of them. When it hap .©ns it is too 
late. All contingencies have to be prepared for, and by people all of whom axe busy 
enough. When anyone is up against the txeiaenduous power and limitless facilities of the 
government, there is no such thing as a defense that can be made of anything that can be 
alleged without ample tine for the preparation. 

I'm not giving you hell, I'm trying to got through to you. What happened to John 
really shocks me, and there. is no excuse for it. (Stoner can profit from martyrs, but 
this does the isartyrs little good.) Neither Join nor James should be in jail now. That 
they are is only because of mistakes that were made and should not have been. Any compe- 
tent law-school graduate, with either as his first client, could have walked either. It 
is really that bad. Unless there is a major change, this will only be the beginning. The 
closer we get to doing something, the greater the pressure will be. I hope you are not 
next, but if you are, a phoney bank-robbery charge is not the most likely means. I as 
beginning to think that this was done to lean on you, like the helicopters flying over 
ypur father. Bach one is leaned on a different way. It is not fear of Stoner that keeps 
them from doing something to you but fear of Jimmy's present defense. John was not in 
touch with us, but you have been, and they know we'll know and that we'll not mass things 
up like Stoner did and does. (Remember, the very first thing I did was provide you with a 
lawyer on whom you could call?) 

A famous philosopher once said that he who does not learn by the past is doomed to 
relive it. Think about this, Jerry, now, not too late. 

I hope you get lined up with a decent job soon. Try and find a place to live not 
in the toughest neighborhoods. It may cost a little more, but look for a room in a fairly 
decent neighborhood, unless you can get a job that includes quarters, which may bo the 
best deal in every way. Good luck - and good, clear thinking! 

Sincerely, 



Harold Ueisberg 




